Think about it. ...
« For better o warse, popular films shape our opinions and beliefs in powerful ways.

—3 « Most teens list watching movies as one of their favorite activities.
A « The Apestle Paul quoted popular stories from the andent world to point his
| generation to God. (See Acts 17)
- Mavies are the informal “mythelogy” of this generation, often creating experiences
£

muore impactful than a child's religious matines.
« Every story reflects some system of belief and can spark dialogue on themes

Discuss.':lg Faith Themes in Popular Films important and thoughtful to Christians,

$o how can we turn watching mavies together into an opportunity for
faith-formation? By folflowing three simple steps:

ra ‘% Select Wisely

L4

' ! 1 B Notevery film s worth watching or touches important themes. Select

+ & film that can trigger meaningful dialogue. Ask those you trust what
films they have seen with worthwhile themes, then preview before
watching with the family so you can skip offensive scenes and prepare
forthe chat.

v Watch Intentionally
2 It s easy to tum the passive activity of watching movies into an
58 intentional opportunity for discussion, Before starting the film, make
it chear to everyone that you want to talk about the film from a
Christian perspective afterwards. Ask each person to make a mental
nafe of specific scenes that reinforce or undermine thedr beliefs while
they watch,

Fr Discuss Openly
! T, ]IalteaI’E'-.'mnmenmaﬁm.-auhingtheﬁ!mtuenjﬂynpendialcqub

about what you've seen, Feel free to use the movie night chat quide to
drive the conversation. Invite-one person to guide everyone through
thee process and insist that no one person dominate the conversation -
including dad or mom| Remember, the goal Is not to teach or even
aqree on everything. The goal is 1o foster healthy conversation and
sharpen everyone's eritical thinking skills
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“)J MOVIE CHAT GUIDE

Film Title:

The Story:

1. Who i the central characier? (The"hem”)

2. Who or what does the main characterwant? {(onsciously and subconsciousy)
3. Whao orwhat are the obstades thal mist be pvertome!

4, What v the"Uftimate conflict “of the drama?

The World View:

How mighit the main charocter answer these questions?
1. Wy am | (are we) hered

2 What s wrong in oy our world?

3. How has/wil it be made right again?

4. What central kesson or agenda do you think the writer conveys,
intentionally or not?

5. On thewhole, does the film reinfore or undermine & Christian word view?
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f J) SAMPLE ANSWERS

FilmTitle: 4 Chiristmas Carol

The Story:

1. Ebenezer Scrooge

2. He thinkes he wants to be rich and Left alone, but
really) wants to be Loved

3. His selfish chotees and stublbiona will

4. Facing the inevitability of dying

The World View:

1. We are heve to do good to our fellow man

2. People suffer because we neglect charity

3. By repenting of greed to care for others

4. That poverty is a direct consequence of
greed and that we naake ourselves
wilserable through lsolation

5. It affirs rewards and puusichiment
after death and a Christian view

of charity

o Other Questions:
( ' )1 Serooge worshipped money
f Serooge admitted he was wrong
2. Love people more than money/things

Atﬂ‘aagmve Servogie “repents” of his
“stins” and detenmings to change




fiwoid tuming movie night into an agenda-driven duty. Enjoy the time together asa
famiily and keep it funl A few tips. ..

« Let o of the kids facilitate the discussion rather than a parent.

- Take tums selecting the film to hit everyone’ interest.

A Discussion vs. Diversion
Many of us watch films a5 "mindless entertainment That s fine on occasion. But
rowvies can help sharpen ones discemment skills since every story reflects befiefs
that either reinforce or undesmine Christian truth. A few tips..
« Don't undermine the film's entertainment value. Wait until the end for discussion.
« Don't limit your chats to films that affirm your faith. Movies that oppase

Chaistian befiefs can trigger great discussion, especially with mature teens,

A Screen vs. Shock

Unfortunately, most popular films contain offensive content such as language,
sescality or gratuitous violence. Parents must pre-screen films 1o avold surpises.
Even if someone you trust recommends the film, it is wise to check for yourself since
it bs easy to forget or underestimate the power of certain scenes. A few tips. ...

« fiead detailed descriptions of troubling content by title at pluggedinonline.com
« Consider investing in a tool that pre-edits offensive content such as dearplay.com
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RECOMMENDED MOVIE CHATS

Movie Chats With Teens

Dead Poets Socety

* Theme The Meaning of Life

= Sturmmiary This 1989 flm features the story of Mr Keating (phayed by Robin Wilksins) s
wonderful teacherwhio uses inconventional methods t awaken his students minds 1o
poetry, beauty and a passion for e He also gives them a world view that drives one
student o make a tragic dedsion Spedific disaussion questions at movienightchat.com

Contact

= Theme:Scence vs.Religion

= Stammary: in this 1997 film, the main character (played by Jodi Foster) & a sdentistona
tpest to fincdintefligent ife beyond earth. A strict athesst,her perspactive fs challenged by
the man she kves, a popular minister (played by Matthew McConaughey). Specific
disqussion questions at movienightchat.com

Movie Chats with the Whole Family

Ratatouile

= Thme: Redating to Food

* Stummiarny: This 2007 Disneey/Poear film features a rat who & a gifted chef s he relates o a
wariety of charcters with different food obsessions, from gluttenous overinduigence (o
snobhish pickiness. Each character embaodies one or mane unhealtiy approach 1o Gods
it called food Spedific discussion questions at movienightchat.com

Arruzzing Groce

= Theme: Human Dignity and Compassion

= Summary; This 2006 film tells the epic true story of Wiliam Wilberforee - an 18th entury
Baitish politican who led a very unpopular movernent to end the slave trade Wilberfore
was mothated by a deep Christian faith and spiritually mentored by John Newton - a
former save ship captain tumed minister and author of the famous hymn Amazing Grace.
Speific dscussion questions at movienightchat.com
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Heear a FREE podiasst explaining Movie Nights and view disaussion quides on spedfic films.
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